
ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
NONRESIDENT APPLICANTS

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L I F O R N I A ,  M E R C E D



Admission Timeline
Date/Deadline Task

August 1 UC Application Opens

November 1– 30 Submit UC Application Online

Mid-January Self-Report December Test Results

February – March Notification of Admission

May 1 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) 
Deadline

Mid-May – July Waitlist Admission Notification

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Applicants can access the application beginning August 1. 

 Applications can only be submitted between November 1 and 30. It is very important to meet the deadline.  Late applications are rarely accepted. 

 If students take the SAT Reasoning Exam (no longer valid for applicants graduating high school in Spring 2020 and beyond) or SAT with Essay (the new SAT) and/or the ACT Plus Writing tests (or choose to take SAT Subject Test) in December, they must update UC with December test scores by logging back into their submitted application as soon as possible but preferably no later than January 10. 

In early to mid January, each campus the student applied to will email them to create a login username and password for access to the campus’ applicant portal.  This is the site at which the admission decision will be posted along with other important information—check each campus’ applicant portal frequently.  Be sure to safeguard your passwords.

 Campuses may begin to admit students as early as February 1, but most students will receive notification of admission via the campus’ applicant portal during the month of March. 

Some students may receive an offer to be placed on a waitlist at one or more campuses.  If applicants receive such a message they must be sure to respond by the stated deadline.  UC campuses very rarely make exceptions for a late response.

 In early to mid April, applicants who were identified as being in the Top 9% Statewide or Top 9% Local Context (ELC) and met/will meet all admission requirements, but were not offered admission to any campus at which they applied, will be sent an email message if another campus has space available to offer them a place.

 May 1 is the deadline to submit the Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) (accept an offer of admission) to ONLY ONE UC campus for all freshman admits who received an offer by April 1. Admit offers received after April 1 will include a corresponding SIR deadline.

From mid-May to early July , campuses will notify applicants who accepted a place on the waitlist of the final decision of their application.



Starting Points

• You should report your coursework and grades exactly as 
it appears on your academic record. 

• If studying outside the U.S., you should not attempt to 
convert grades to the U.S. grading scale.

• All applicants should be prepared to send copies of their 
academic records to UC upon request.

• Official academic records will only be required at the 
campus that students have selected to attend.



First Year Admissions Requirements

1. “a-g” courses

2. Nonresident: 3.4
Calculated from summer after 9th grade – summer after 11th grade

3. ACT with Writing, the SAT Reasoning or New SAT with Essay 
4. Personal Insight Questions 

a. History/social science 2 years required
b. English (Language of Instruction) 4 years required

c. Mathematics 3 years required/ 
4 years recommended

d. Laboratory science 2 years required/ 
3 years recommended

e. Language other than English 2 years required/ 
3 years recommended

f. Visual and performing arts 1 year required
g. College-preparatory elective 1 year required

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete a minimum of 15 college-preparatory courses (a-g courses), with at least 11 finished prior to the beginning of your senior year. 




A closer look at “a-g” requirements 



a. History/ Social Science
• 2 years required

One year of World History 
AND
One year of U.S. History
or 
Half-year of U.S. History and half-year of Civics or American 
Government

*International courses: In lieu of U.S. history, the history of 
the home country is acceptable. When no course in the 
history of the home country is available, students should 
complete other history or social science courses for this 
requirement. 



b. English

• 4 years required 

*International courses: use courses in 
composition and literature in the language of 
instruction in the area “b” requirement



c. Mathematics

• 3 years required, 4 years strongly recommended 
• Geometry is required 

International courses: 
• Many international high schools use an integrated 

method of curriculum instruction.
• Math courses may be listed as integrated math, general 

mathematics, or simply mathematics, etc. All of these 
titles are appropriate listings of mathematics 
courses from an integrated-style program.

• At least three years of integrated math are required 
to satisfy the subject area.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After you enter your coursework and grades in the UC application, we'll compare your GPA to the historic top GPA for your school. If you meet or exceed that GPA, you'll be designated ELC and we'll add a note to your application. 

As an applicant from California, your application will be automatically screened for ELC eligibility when you apply. There’s no extra paperwork.

After submitting the application, you can return to the My UC Application page to see whether or not you’ve been designated as being in the top 9 percent of your class. ��




Meeting Geometry Requirement with 
Integrated-Style Math Courses
• Students must complete one yearlong course 

as part of an integrated mathematics 
sequence that includes sufficient geometry, 
(e.g., Math II).

• Requires at least three years of 
“integrated/general math/math” to satisfy the 
“c” subject area.



d. Laboratory Science

• 2 years required, 3 years strongly 
recommended

(2) of the following: biology, physics, chemistry
OR
(1) year of biology, physics, or chemistry
AND
(1) year of environmental science or another 
interdisciplinary science course 



Integrated Science 

• International courses: if multiple science 
subjects are covered in a single course, this 
is considered “integrated science” and 
students must complete at least three years 
of the “integrated science” (IS) sequence to 
fulfill the subject area requirement.



e. Language other than 
language of instruction 
• 2 years required, 3 years strongly recommended

International: 
• Per UC Policy: Students who have completed two years of 

formal instruction in a school where a language other than 
English was used as a medium of instruction beginning in 
grade six or later have met the LOTE requirement. 
Consecutive enrollment is not required.

• Use English courses taken outside the U.S. to satisfy this 
requirement; it is also acceptable to use another language other 
than the language of instruction to satisfy this requirement. Two 
years of the same language are required.



f. Visual and Performing Arts 
(VPA)
• 1 year or 2 semester courses from the same 

discipline required
Disciplines: dance, music, theater, or visual arts

International students: UC understands that some 
educational systems that follow a strict curriculum 
do not allow flexibility in choosing courses, so 
completing VPA coursework may not be an option.
• Any VPA-type coursework completed outside the 

U.S. is acceptable. One year is required.



High School  At tendance 
& Repor t ing Coursework

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HALF DOME, The Summits



*Must list every school attended since 9th  
grade

15

HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE



Provide basic information 
about your high school

16

HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDANCE



Enter academic courses that do not appear on the 
UC-approved course list

17

HIGH SCHOOL COURSEWORK



English Proficiency 
Requirement
If a student is studying in the U.S., but they have 
less than 3 years of instruction in English, they 
are required to demonstrate English proficiency.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note about "instruction in English"- it needs to be at an English speaking school, not just a school that uses books published in English; all classes but language must be in English.
Typically recommend that if they attended school in a non-English speaking country that they should demonstrate proficiency.




How to meet English Language 
Proficiency requirement
• TOEFL – Internet Based Test (IBT) score 80 or higher; 

550 or higher on Paper Based Test (PBT)
• IELTS – score 6.5 or higher
• Combined ACT English/Writing – score 24 or higher
• SAT Reasoning (Writing section) – score 560 or higher
• New SAT with Essay – score of 31 or higher on Writing 

and Language

All Examinations must be completed by December 
of the last year of secondary school, and official 
scores must be submitted by the following January. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*Official TOEFL results can be submitted to one UC campus and then scores will be shared with all campuses applied to by applicant
*However, if you've completed some high school or secondary school in a country where English was not the language of instruction, you will be required to demonstrate English proficiency if you have had less than 3 years of instruction in English.




PERSONAL
INSIGHT QUESTIONS

• You will have 8 questions to choose from

• You only need to respond to 4 of the 8 
questions

• Each response is limited to 350 words

• Which questions you choose to answer is 
entirely up to you, but you should select 
questions that are most relevant to your 
experience and that best reflect your 
individual circumstances

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Freshman applicants will now choose four out of eight questions to answer

Each response is limited to a maximum of 350 words. 
	1,400 words maximum, 400 more than for the previous two prompts.

All questions will have equal value in the admissions selection process. For applicants, there is no advantage or disadvantage to choosing certain questions over others. 

The new questions will be included in the fall 2017 application which will be available Aug. 1, 2016. 



Exams, Application 
Tips & Reminders 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that all of the data and the personal insight questions response sections of the application have been completed --- it’s time to go through the application submission steps.



ACT & SAT Test Scores

Self-report 
scores here and 
order official 
scores to be sent 
to at least one 
UC campus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Reminder:  ACT Plus Writing and/or SAT with Essay or SAT Reasoning (SAT Reasoning only for high school graduates before 2020) scores (and SAT Subject Test if an applicant chooses to take them although they are not required) must be completed by December of the senior year (last year of secondary school).
 Report completed test with date(s)/scores or planned test date(s) on the admission application.
 If an examination was completed more than once, enter highest score.
 UC only uses SAT subject tests, which are not required, but may be recommended for specific programs at some campuses, as an additional piece of information as a part of the application.  SAT Subject Test Recommendations can be found at: admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/freshman/requirements/examination-requirement/SAT-subject-tests/index.html

 UC does not recommend that applicants use the College Board’s Score Choice function because it delays delivery of test scores. 
 We strongly encourage students to report all official scores although we only use the highest score at a single sitting for admission consideration.

 Official SAT/ACT/SAT Subject Tests examination scores can be submitted to just one campus to which the student will be applying. Scores will be disseminated to all campuses to which the student applied. 

 If official scores are/were sent to UC prior to an applicant filing an admission application, please note that the UC system office maintains scores received for three years.  So, for example, if official scores were submitted for an examination date for a student’s sophomore year then the student applies during their senior year, the UC system office will still have those scores.  




Advance Placement Test Scores

Passing AP & IB 
exam scores can 
be used to show 
subject mastery

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Test Score section, students report results of their AP, IB, and TOEFL/IELTS exams, if applicable.
Official TOEFL scores can be submitted to ONE UC campus and we will share the scores with all campuses to which the applicant applies. NOTE: IELTS scores must be sent to each campus.” The official score report must be submitted no later than January.

We have added a new section for international students to report their national or external examination results as well.  
Just like AP, IB, and TOEFL, if the exam is not applicable to the student, they can just click through the section.

Advanced Placement & International Baccalaureate Exams: 
 Scores can demonstrate academic mastery in individual subjects and be used to satisfy freshman admission subject requirements not satisfied with coursework. 
 Scores must be self reported on the application.  Don’t worry about “low” scores, UC treats that as neutral but does acknowledge an attempt was made to earn a score for which UC would award credit toward the UC degree.  

IMPORTANT: Official AP/IB scores are not required until after a student has accepted an offer of admission; do not send scores at time of application submission.




External Exams

• Student must report 
external exam results in 
the admission application.

• After accepting an offer 
of admission, the student 
must submit the official 
external exam results to 
the UC campus.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EXAMPLE OF O-LEVEL EXAMS – MUST BE REPORTED IN THE EXTERNAL EXAM SECTION OF THE APPLICATION.



Example: External exams 
reported on the UC application 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
India Year X exams



Academic Records/ 
Transcripts
Official academic record information for applicants 
who have attended school outside the U.S.
• Each academic record must list the:

• dates you attended the institution
• titles of courses and examinations you completed
• grades (marks) you received
• credit, hours or units earned
• any degree or diploma you may have received

• Remember to request your records early 
because it may take additional time for schools 
outside the U.S. to forward your records to UC

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Do not send transcripts at the time of application, final official records will be requested by the campus you select to attend (SIR).

We recommend you have legible photocopies of your official academic records in case clarification is needed during the evaluation process.  Again, do not send unless a campus requests a copy.

IMPORTANT: UC recognizes that if may be difficult for some applicants to obtain official records due to unforeseen circumstances.  We recommend you contact the individual campus admission office as soon as possible to work directly with them.




Tips
• If admitted: Students must obtain final, official, 

sealed academic records/transcripts as early as 
possible to meet the July 1 deadline.

IMPORTANT: 
• If you are having difficulty obtaining official 

records, please contact the Ministry of Education 
or Examination Agency/Authority in the country 
where you studied for your official records.

• External agency evaluations are not
considered/accepted by UC and can be costly for 
students.



UC Application Reminders
Additional Comments box after the academic 
history:

• Explanation about Academic Record/History
• Explanation of school calendar, grading system, 

external marks

Additional Comments box after the personal insight 
questions:

• Explanation of anything that was not already covered 
in the UC application

• Not to be used as a continuation of your 
personal insight questions



Resources
Quick Reference for Counselors- September 2016
• Options for Satisfying A-G Subject Requirements, pages 13-

17
• Validation Matrix, for Mathematics and LOTE, pages 21-22
• Geometry Requirement Factsheet, page 13

University of California Downloadable Guides 
• Freshman Application Tips & Tools for International Students
• Freshman Application Tips & Tools for Out-of-State Students
• Presenting Yourself on the UC Application – Freshman
• Personal Insight Questions Guide

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/quick-reference-2016.pdf
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/downloadable-guides/index.html


Resources

• Freshman Application Tips & Tools for 
International Students

• Freshman Application Tips & Tools for Out-of-
State Students

• Personal Insight Question Worksheet

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/apply-online-freshman-international.pdf
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/apply-online-freshman-out-of-state.pdf
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/files/uc-personal-questions-guide-freshman.pdf


STAY CONNECTED

UC Merced Admissions

@Go2UCMerced

LifeAtUCMerced

Follow UsMs. Georgie Smith
International Admissions Specialist

gsmith6@ucmerced.edu

Mr. Mel Barbers
Admissions Evaluator

mbarbers@ucmerced.edu

Office of Admissions
University of California, Merced

(209) 228-7178
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