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WHY APPLY TO POLITICAL SCIENCE, B.A.?

Are you interested in American politics? Elections? Civil liberties? 
International relations? Conflict and war? Political systems in other 
countries? Democratization? Political science is the social scientific study of 
these issues and many others. If some of these topics seem interesting, 
majoring in political science might be ideal for you. Our interdisciplinary 
approach to learning provides students with a unique program emphasizing 
innovative ways to understand politics. We also offer a competitive Honors 
Program for exceptional students.

FIELDS OF STUDY

 �American Politics
 �Comparative Politics
 �International Relations
 �Law and Policy

EMPHASIS

 �Political behavior (e.g., public opinion, elections)
 �Political institutions (e.g., legislatures, courts)
 �Systematic understanding (e.g., empirical methods)
 �Interdisciplinary approaches (e.g., economic, cognitive)

NO. 1 AMONG
PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

in outperforming expected
graduation rates

(US News & World Report Best 
Colleges Rankings, 2021)

#13 IN THE NATION
for best undergraduate 
teaching among public 

universities
(U.S. News & World Report Best 

Colleges Rankings, 2020)

Apply today at admissions.ucmerced.edu/apply



Job/Career Prospects

 � Business
 � Campaign Management
 � Corporate government affairs
 � Education
 � Foreign Service
 � Grassroots political organization
 � Journalism
 � Law
 � Political advocacy and lobbying
 � Public Administration, Non-Profit, etc.
 � Research analysis

Internship Opportunities

 � Many internship opportunities are 
available to our students, e.g., at 
UCDC, UCSC, Maddy Institute, etc.

Apply Today!
admissions.ucmerced.edu/apply

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Kristen M. Renberg, PhD

“Since graduating from UC Merced, I have 
earned an M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science 
at Duke University. I will also graduate with 
a law degree from Duke Law in May 2022. 
My research on judicial decision-making has 
been published in several academic journals, 
including the Justice System Journal and the 
International Review of Law and Economics. 
I plan to work as a corporate lawyer for a 
couple of years and then pursue a career as a 
professor.

The Political Science Department’s 
interdisciplinary coursework provided me 
with an outstanding foundation into the 
social science underlying government systems 
and politics in the United States. In addition, 
the professors’ innovative teaching styles 
and mentorship significantly assisted the 
development of my writing and research skills.”

Political science is an outstanding major for building skills valued by 
employers. In earning a political science degree, you will learn to think 
analytically, conduct systematic research, and communicate effectively. 
Regardless of your chosen career path, political science will provide you with a 
solid foundation for civic awareness and leadership.
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Undergraduate Research Opportunities

 � Many students have conducted research with our faculty
 � Undergraduate students play an integral role in running our labs
 � Students have also published with our faculty

Graduate Program Opportunities

 � Our graduates have gone on to pursue Ph.D. and J.D. degrees at Duke, UCSD, 
Emory, UC Davis, UC Hastings, and other universities
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